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MAHATMA LETTERS TO A.P. SINNETT   Letter 18 (Chron. ed.) = Letter 9 (Barker ed.) 
For countless generations hath the adept builded a fane of imperishable rocks, a giant's Tower of 
INFINITE THOUGHT, wherein the Titan dwelt, and will yet, if need be, dwell alone, emerging from it 
but at the end of every cycle, to invite the elect of mankind to cooperate with him and help in his 
turn enlighten superstitious man. And we will go on in that periodical work of ours; we will not 
allow ourselves to be baffled in our philanthropic attempts until that day when the foundations of a 
new continent of thought are so firmly built that no amount of opposition and ignorant malice 
guided by the Brethren of the Shadow will be found to prevail. 

******* 

MAHATMA LETTERS TO A.P. SINNETT   Letter 12 (Chron. ed.) = Letter 6 (Barker ed.) 
Plato was right: ideas rule the world; and, as men's minds will receive new ideas, laying aside the 
old and effete, the world will advance; mighty revolutions will spring from them; creeds and even 
powers will crumble before their onward march crushed by the irresistible force. It will be just as 
impossible to resist their influx, when the time comes, as to stay the progress of the tide. But all this 
will come gradually on, and before it comes we have a duty set before us; that of sweeping away as 
much as possible the dross left to us by our pious forefathers.  
New ideas have to be planted on clean places, for these ideas touch upon the most momentous 
subjects. It is not physical phenomena but these universal ideas that we study, as to comprehend the 
former, we have to first understand the latter. They touch man's true position in the universe, in 
relation to his previous and future births; his origin and ultimate destiny; the relation of the mortal 
to the immortal; of the temporary to the eternal; of the finite to the infinite; ideas larger, grander, 
more comprehensive, recognising the universal reign of Immutable Law, unchanging and 
unchangeable in regard to which there is only an Eternal Now, while to uninitiated mortals time is 
past or future as related to their finite existence on this material speck of dirt. This is what we study 
and what many have solved. 
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