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H.P. BLAVATSKY ON HEALING THE WORLD 
 

H.P. BLAVATSKY   Letter to 1891 American Convention 
After all, every wish and thought I can utter are summed up in this one sentence, the never 
dormant wish of my heart, "Be Theosophists, Work for Theosophy!" Theosophy first, and 
Theosophy last; for its practical realization alone can save the Western World from that selfish 
and unbrotherly feeling that now divides race from race, one nation from the other, and from that 
hatred of class and [from] social strifes, that are the curse and disgrace of so-called Christian 
peoples. Theosophy alone can save it from sinking entirely into that mere luxurious materialism 
in which it will decay and putrefy as older civilizations have done. In your hands, Brothers, is 
placed in trust the welfare of the coming century: and great as is the trust, so great is also the 
responsibility.” 

 

H.P. BLAVATSKY   SD I pp.643-44  
Karma Nemesis:  Brotherhood and Healing 

The Grand Cycle includes the progress of mankind from the appearance of primordial man of 
ethereal form. It runs through the inner cycles of his (man’s) progressive evolution from the 
ethereal down to the semi-ethereal and purely physical: down to the redemption of man from his 
coat of skin and matter, after which it continues running its course downward and then upward 
again, to meet at the culmination of a Round, when the manvantaric “Serpent swallows its tail” 
and seven minor cycles are passed. These are the great Racial Cycles which affect equally all the 
nations and tribes included in that special Race; but there are minor and national as well as tribal 
cycles within those, which run independently of each other. They are called in the Eastern 
esotericism the Karmic cycles. In the West, since Pagan Wisdom has been repudiated as having 
grown from and been developed by the dark powers supposed to be at constant war and in 
opposition to the little tribal Jehovah — the full and awful significance of the Greek Nemesis (or 
Karma) has been entirely forgotten. Otherwise Christians would have better realized the profound 
truth that Nemesis is without attributes; that while the dreaded goddess is absolute and immutable 
as a Principle, it is we ourselves — nations and individuals — who propel her to action and give 
the impulse to its direction. Karma-Nemesis is the creator of nations and mortals, but once 
created, it is they who make of her either a fury or a rewarding Angel. Yea —“Wise are they who 
worship Nemesis”*— as the chorus tells Prometheus. And as unwise they, who believe that the 
goddess may be propitiated by whatever sacrifices and prayers, or have her wheel diverted from 
the path it has once taken. “The triform Fates and ever mindful Furies” are her attributes only on 
earth, and begotten by ourselves. There is no return from the paths she cycles over; yet those 
paths are of our own making, for it is we, collectively or individually, who prepare them. Karma-
Nemesis is the synonym of Providence, minus design, goodness, and every other finite attribute 
and qualification, so unphilosophically attributed to the latter. An Occultist or a philosopher will 
not speak of the goodness or cruelty of Providence; but, identifying it with Karma-Nemesis, he 
will teach that nevertheless it guards the good and watches over them in this, as in future lives; 
and that it punishes the evil-doer — aye, even to his seventh rebirth. So long, in short, as the 
effect of his having thrown into perturbation even the smallest atom in the Infinite World of 
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harmony, has not been finally readjusted. For the only decree of Karma — an eternal and 
immutable decree — is absolute Harmony in the world of matter as it is in the world of Spirit. It 
is not, therefore, Karma that rewards or punishes, but it is we, who reward or punish ourselves 
according to whether we work with, through and along with nature, abiding by the laws on which 
that Harmony depends, or — break them. 
Nor would the ways of Karma be inscrutable were men to work in union and harmony, instead of 
disunion and strife. For our ignorance of those ways—which one portion of mankind calls the 
ways of Providence, dark and intricate; while another sees in them the action of blind Fatalism; 
and a third, simple chance, with neither gods nor devils to guide them—would surely disappear, 
if we would but attribute all these to their correct cause. With right knowledge, or at any rate with 
a confident conviction that our neighbours will no more work to hurt us than we would think of 
harming them, the two-thirds of the World’s evil would vanish into thin air. Were no man to hurt 
his brother, Karma-Nemesis would have neither cause to work for, nor weapons to act through. It 
is the constant presence in our midst of every element of strife and opposition, and the division of 
races, nations, tribes, societies and individuals into Cains and Abels, wolves and lambs, that is the 
chief cause of the “ways of Providence.” We cut these numerous windings in our destinies daily 
with our own hands, while we imagine that we are pursuing a track on the royal high road of 
respectability and duty, and then complain of those ways being so intricate and so dark. We stand 
bewildered before the mystery of our own making, and the riddles of life that we will not solve, 
and then accuse the great Sphinx of devouring us. But verily there is not an accident in our lives, 
not a misshapen day, or a misfortune, that could not be traced back to our own doings in this or in 
another life. If one breaks the laws of Harmony, or, as a theosophical writer expresses it, “the 
laws of life,” one must be prepared to fall into the chaos one has oneself produced. For, according 
to the same writer, “the only conclusion one can come to is that these laws of life are their own 
avengers; and consequently that every avenging Angel is only a typified representation of their 
re-action.”       

      Therefore, if any one is helpless before these immutable laws, it is not ourselves, the artificers 
of our destinies, but rather those angels, the guardians of harmony. Karma-Nemesis is no more 
than the (spiritual) dynamical effect of causes produced and forces awakened into activity by our 
own actions. It is a law of occult dynamics that “a given amount of energy expended on the 
spiritual or astral plane is productive of far greater results than the same amount expended on the 
physical objective plane of existence.” This state will last till man’s spiritual intuitions are fully 
opened, which will not happen before we fairly cast off our thick coats of matter; until we begin 
acting from within, instead of ever following impulses from without; namely, those produced by 
our physical senses and gross selfish body. Until then the only palliative to the evils of life is 
union and harmony—a Brotherhood in actu, and altruism not simply in name. The suppression of 
one single bad cause will suppress not one, but a variety of bad effects. And if a Brotherhood or 
even a number of Brotherhoods may not be able to prevent nations from occasionally cutting 
each other’s throats—still unity in thought and action, and philosophical research into the 
mysteries of being, will always prevent some, while trying to comprehend that which has hitherto 
remained to them a riddle, from creating additional causes in a world already so full of woe and 
evil. 

 

The “Four Golden Links” from The Key to Theosophy by H.P. Blavatsky 
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“ENQUIRER: How then should Theosophical principles be applied so that social co-operation 
may be promoted and true efforts for social amelioration be carried on? 

“THEOSOPHIST.  Let me briefly remind you what these principles are ---universal Unity and 
Causation; Human Solidarity; the Law of Karma; Reincarnation. These are the four links of the 
golden chain which should bind humanity into one family, one universal brotherhood.” 
“ In sociology, as in all branches of true science, the law of universal causation holds good. But 
this causation necessarily implies, as its logical outcome, that human solidarity on which 
Theosophy so strongly insists. If the action of one reacts on the lives of all, and this is the true 
scientific idea, then it is only by all men becoming brothers and all women sisters, and by all 
practicing in their daily lives true brotherhood and true sisterhood, that the real human solidarity, 
which lies at the root of the elevation of the race, can ever be attained. It is this action and 
interaction, this true brotherhood and sisterhood, in which each shall live for all and all for each, 
which is one of the fundamental Theosophical principles that every Theosophist should be bound, 
not only to teach, but to carry out in his or her individual life?” 

 
 

H.P. Blavatsky, Misconceptions (Reply to the Article “Révolution”) 
HEALING AND SELF-SACRIFICE 
The first law of the Sacred Science is never to use one’s knowledge for one’s own interest, but to 
work with and for others. But how many people could one find in Europe-America ready to 
sacrifice themselves for their fellowmen? An Adept who is sick has no right to use his magnetic 
force to lessen his personal suffering as long as there is, to his knowledge, a single creature that 
suffers and whose physical or mental pain he can lessen, if not heal. It is so to speak the 
exaltation of the suffering of one’s self, for the benefit of the health and happiness of others. A 
Theosophist, if he contemplates Adeptship, must not revenge himself. He must suffer in silence 
rather than excite in someone else evil passions or the desire to revenge himself in his turn. Non-
resistance to evil, forgiveness and charity, are the first rules of discipleship. 

 
 

H.P. BLAVATSKY   The New Cycle  
A NOBLE IDEAL 

No one is so busy or so poor that he cannot be inspired by a noble ideal to follow. Why hesitate 
to blaze a trail toward that ideal through all obstacles, all hindrances, all the daily considerations 
of social life, and to advance boldly until it is reached? Ah! those who would make this effort 
would soon find that the “narrow gate” and “the thorny path” lead to spacious valleys with 
unlimited horizons, to a state without death, for one rebecomes a God! It is true that the first 
requisites for getting there are absolute unselfishness and unlimited devotion to the interests of 
others, and complete indifference as to the world and its opinions. To take the first step on this 
ideal path requires a perfectly pure motive; no frivolous thought must be allowed to divert our 
eyes from the goal; no hesitation, no doubt must fetter our feet. Yet, there are men and women 
perfectly capable of all this, and whose only desire is to live under the aegis of their Divine 
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Nature. Let these, at least, have the courage to live this life and not to hide it from the sight of 
others! No one’s opinion could ever be above the rulings of our own conscience, so, let that 
conscience, arrived at its highest development, be our guide in all our common daily tasks. As to 
our inner life, let us concentrate all our attention on our chosen Ideal, and let us ever look beyond 
without ever casting a glance at the mud at our feet…. 
Those capable of such an effort are true Theosophists; all others are but members more or less 
indifferent, and quite often useless. 

 

 


