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§ The same author had (as Occultists have) a very reasonable objection  
to the modern etymology of the word “philosophy,” which is interpreted “love of wisdom,” 
and is nothing of the kind. The philosophers were scientists, and philosophy was a real 
science— not simply verbiage, as it is in our day. The term is composed of two Greek words 
whose meaning is intended to convey its secret sense, and ought to be interpreted as “wisdom 
of love.” Now it is in the last word, “love,” that lies hidden the esoteric significance: for ‘love” 
does not stand here as a noun, nor does it mean “affection” or “fondness,” but is the term used 
for Eros, that primordial principle in divine creation, synonymous with πόθος, the abstract 
desire in Nature for procreation, resulting in an everlasting series of phenomena. It means 
“divine love,” that universal element of divine omnipresence spread throughout Nature and 
which is at once the chief cause and effect. The “wisdom of love” (or “philosophia”) meant 
attraction to and love of everything hidden beneath objective phenomena and the knowledge 
thereof. Philosophy meant the highest Adeptship—love of and assimilation with Deity. In his 
modesty Pythagoras even refused to be called a Philosopher (or one who knows every hidden 
thing in things visible; cause and effect, or absolute truth), and called himself simply a Sage, 
an aspirant to philosophy, or to Wisdom of Love—love in its exoteric meaning being as 
degraded by men then as it is now by its purely terrestrial application.  
 


